
Classes for 2022
At the commencement of the 2020 school year, following significant consultation with the school Board and staff, and 
undertaking a research project on transitions with Griffith University in Brisbane, the school moved to students 
continuing with their teacher for two years. This has provided significant benefits for student learning, and their 
psychological, emotional and social transition into, through and out of CMS. It has also significantly strengthened 
whaanau relationships. Over these past years, the leadership team have been engaged in further research as well as 
reviewing several experiences at CMS, which has led us to believe that the next step to further enhance quality learning 
and teaching is a move to composite classes.

A composite class means that students in Year 7 and 8 will be in the same homeroom. If your child is currently a Year 7 
student, they will remain in their current team. Their team of teachers, who know them best, will work with the Senior 
Leadership Team to help regroup them for 2022. For children who will be starting at CMS in 2022 we are currently 
working with your contributing schools to support class placements. We will have class placement information out to all 
families by early December.

We are only one of three out of 23 intermediate/middle schools in the Waikato/Bay of Plenty region who do not 
currently use a composite model. Moving to this aligns us to what research, and our intermediate/middle school 
colleagues, believe is best for this age group of students.  All our contributing primary schools operate a composite 
model, and Cambridge High School has moved to vertical form groupings. 

Some of the key areas that research states a composite model helps with are:

Transition: 
Some of the best ways to support a successful transition is to focus on the social and institutional adjustment for 
children. One of the best ways to achieve this is to mix the older and younger students (sometimes referred to as 
vertical or composite form grouping). This provides peer mentoring and role modelling from Year 8’s. It also enables 
new students to assimilate to new structures and systems more rapidly. Teacher and parent feedback from our current 
two shared learning spaces where we have placed a Year 7 and Year 8 class over the past two years supports this.

Continuity of relationships: 
At CMS we have already made the move to keep our Year 7 students moving into Year 8 with the same teacher (except 
for a few students who need a change for a variety of reasons). The move to composite classes would see current Year 
7 teachers keeping half of their class, who in turn would support the new Year 7 students transitioning to CMS next year. 
In previous years, when we have needed to move a child they have generally had to change teams due to limited 
classroom options. With a composite model, there would be the ability to move them to one of the three other teachers 
in the same team. This will allow for a classroom change, but also means that the new classroom teacher would 
already have some knowledge of the child.

Nathan Wallis, a leading neuroscience educator who advocates for children remaining with the same teacher for at 
least two years, states: “young adolescents need continuity of relationships. Staying with same teacher for two years 
provides stability and predictability about the learning environment” www.nathanwallis.com.

Learning needs: 
With our new conceptual curriculum teaching six broad concepts over a two year period, our teachers teach to the 
needs of the students in front of them. We do not have a separate Year 7 and Year 8 curriculum. In any classroom this 
covers a wide range of abilities and needs, and our school is well placed to support teachers to ensure that the needs 
of all learners are met. 

As always, we work in partnership with contributing schools, families and their children to ensure the best possible class 
placements. Further information will follow in the coming weeks. If you have any questions regarding placement please 
email enrolments@cms.school.nz with the information you wish to have passed on to our Senior Leadership Team to 
support them to make a positive placement. 

Cambridge Middle School 
2022 and beyond...

Kia ora CMS whaanau, 
Although at times it may feel a bit like we are treading water in lockdown, we have been working on some exciting 
changes for 2022 and beyond. We strongly believe these changes will enhance the experience that your children will 
get whilst they are at CMS.

http://www.nathanwallis.com
mailto:enrolments@cms.school.nz


In 2022 all areas of our school will implement a conceptual curriculum within a composite model to improve student 
engagement and be able to create a deeper dive into meaningful learning and processes. 

After significant student consultation in 2021, instead of the traditional areas of Science, Music, Drama, Digi Tech, Food, 
and Fabric Technology, we are creating three overarching areas. Teachers will combine their skills to create hands-on, 
engaging lessons aligned to our major concepts of learning. Students will remain for 20 lessons in the newly created 
subjects. This will allow them to gain skills and knowledge in each area over the course of the year whilst having more 
time to investigate an area of interest or passion.

The three new combined areas will be:
Performing Arts - Music, Drama and Dance
Creative Technology - Visual Art and Fabric Technology
Design Technology - Science, Digital Technology and Food Technology

Why have we chosen this approach and what is STEAM?

“STEAM is more than building robotics. It is also more than coding, or doing a science experiment. STEAM is applied 
knowledge. It is using principles from multiple learning areas to solve real-world problems. To develop an authentic 
STEAM programme, think deeply about how you can integrate maths, science, art, and technology into hands-on 
learning activities”. www.tki.org.nz 

We are also beginning the design phase of a new specialist space. The integrated way of teaching will guide the design 
of this space and the tools and equipment that we furnish it with. Our newest significant purchase to support a range of 
these learning areas will be a commercial laser cutter which will open up a whole new world of design possibilities.

STEAM - Technology and the Arts
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Building Projects
The school leadership team has worked closely with the school Board to ensure we have a clear building plan for the 
school as it continues to grow. In 2021 we completed three new classroom spaces and relocated an additional three to 
the Williams Street end of our school site. 

You will see other changes around the school such as all new decking in our quad, some trees removed, and all our 
lighting across the school has been upgraded to LED lighting.

Significant building continues into 2022 of a new four classroom space in the middle of our school. At this stage it is 
hoped that it will be completed by the end of Term 1. This means that the start of 2022 will see four classes in 
temporary learning spaces while the building is completed. 

We are beginning the design phase of a new specialist space with building to commence later in 2022. This will further 
enhance and strengthen the specialist programme and the ability to be able to deliver innovative and engaging 
experiences for students. 

Ngaa mihi nui,

Daryl Gibbs
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