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Upcoming Dates
4 April
Year 7 & 8 immunisations
5 April
Year 7 & 8 immunisations
13 April
Science Roadshow
14 April
Science Roadshow & Last day 
of Term 1
15 April
Good Friday
2 May
First day of Term 2

2022 School Terms
Term 1
Tue 2 February - Thurs 14 April 
Term 2
Mon 2 May - Fri 8 July 
Term 3 
Mon 25 July - Fri 30 
September 
Term 4
Mon 17 October - Fri 9 
December 

Principal’s Pen 2022
Week 8 Term 1

Kia ora koutou,
The start of the year has flown by and it has been 
great to see our community, whānau, students and 
staff come together to support each other since our 
last newsletter. We wish to thank our CMS whānau and

community wholeheartedly for the way you have supported your 
children and our staff over the past eight weeks. We know that things 
have looked different and we appreciate your willingness to embrace 
the changes and to be flexible and positive, it has made such a 
difference!

COVID update
We have had 320 children isolating due to covid or being a household 
contact. We are thankful for our families who have followed the Covid 
rules and kept their children home if they are unwell. We thank you for 
your proactive and timely communication about your family’s 
situation.  We are very fortunate to have the ability to cover our staff 
who need to be away by adapting our normal specialist timetable 
during this time. This has meant that we have had experienced CMS 
teachers who the students are familiar with, teaching them in their 
classroom if their class teacher has had to isolate. At any one time we 
have had student absences of up to 30% on a given day. Our staff 
have worked tirelessly to support, teach and connect with your 
children, those at school and those at home, so that absences and 
disruptions are minimised and learning and wellbeing remains at the 
heart of everything we do. We are very grateful to have such 
dedicated and passionate teachers at CMS. 

The latest government announcement on Wednesday set out that NZ 
remains at red setting and the main points for schools are:

● From 04/04/22 the removal of My Vaccine Pass for visitors to 
school

● No requirement (but encouraged) to display QR posters
● No change to mask requirements - students and staff at CMS 

will continue to wear masks whilst indoors. Masks are not 
required outdoors

● Capacity limits removed for outdoor events and activities
● Indoor capacity limits for extra-curricular activities increases to 

200 people or based on the maximum number of people able 
to be 1m apart (whichever is lower)



   

Sporting update
With the changes to vaccine passes and outdoor gatherings, all our CMS students will be able to 
participate in any sport if they choose to. This is great news as it also means that our WIMS 
interschool events are able to begin again with WIMS Football being the first event early in Term 2. 
More information will come out about sporting events in the very near future. In the meantime check 
our CMS sports link on our website https://www.cms.school.nz/cms-sport/

School Uniform
Students are welcome to continue to wear their PE gear through to the end of this term, but with the 
weather cooling down, students are encouraged to return to wearing their normal school uniform. 
By the start of Term 2 it is the expectation that all students are in their normal school uniform each 
day. We thank you for your support and flexibility with the changes we made to support the running 
of the school during this time. 

Stay safe everyone. To those of you at home, isolating right now, keep in touch and reach out for 
help or connection if you need it. We hope to see all our students back at school as soon as they are 
able to. 
 
Ngā mihi nui,
Daryl Gibbs

Wellbeing and Kind Words 

This week we are focusing on using kind words and understanding the impact they can have on a 
person. Teachers often see things happening out in the playground or in class that they are able to 
readily deal with, however, sometimes there may be things that they need to be made aware of so 
that they are able to provide support for students to move forward in a positive way. 

When dealing with a situation, the teacher will approach it by having restorative conversations with 
the students involved, making sure everyone is heard and a positive way forward is discussed. 
Throughout the year, teachers will also cover this topic with our PB4L (Positive Behaviour For 
Learning) lessons that are taught in class over a two week time frame as well as being highlighted in 
the daily notices. If your child repeatedly experiences unkind words by another student, please bring 
it to your child's teacher's attention. They will deal with this in a respectful and clear way. 

CMS Vision
Our Cambridge Middle School vision is 
Connect, Inspire, Grow. If we are living our 
HERO values of Happiness, Excellence, 
Relationships and Opportunity then CMS 
will be connecting with all of our 
community, students and staff in 
meaningful ways, and in turn our 
community will feel connected to the school 
and be positive contributors. We will have 
created environments, relationships and a 
curriculum that inspires people to be here 
and to want to improve. As a result, if we 
have created the conditions where people 
feel strongly connected and are inspired by 
the place they are in then they will make a 
choice and put in effort to grow in many 
areas of their life. For us to enact this vision 
and our values we need to keep a 
continued focus on embedding these as 
our CMS way of being and making 
deliberate and strategic links to all aspects 
of school life. 
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Seesaw is our school platform to show students’ learning and experiences through interactive 
real time reporting throughout the year. Our purpose for using our real time platform is to 
create a three way learning partnership between our parents, students and teachers in a 
timely and authentic way. You will have access to both your child’s classroom and specialist 
learning through the Seesaw platform. 
Our CMS tips for using Seesaw:

1. Check Seesaw regularly. 
2. You'll get notifications about new entries in your child's journal and can respond to their 

work. Customize your notification preferences in Account Settings.
3. You can celebrate your child's classroom success and help to encourage the skills your 

child is working on in class outside of school.
4. We encourage you to use Seesaw as a conversation starter with your child to discuss 

their learning and experiences at CMS. 
5. Communication through Seesaw will be personal from the teacher. Whole school 

communications will be sent by email through the School-Links platform. 

It is timely to remind everybody how to stay safe when dropping off and picking up students. 
The streets around Cambridge Middle School are very busy between 8.15am and 9.00am and 
again between 3.00pm and 3.30pm. Please be very mindful that emerging adolescents, despite 
constant reminders, don’t always make safe choices when riding bikes or crossing roads at 
times. Therefore we ask that as adults, you do make safe choices and drive to the conditions 
and please be very mindful of our students.

We don’t allow students to go into the staff car park/delivery area at the front of the school 
outside the school administration block for Health and Safety reasons. This is a busy area 
throughout the school day. To support this important safety action please don’t drive your 
vehicles into the staff car park unless it is an emergency, or you have an appointment.. 
Alternatively please find another area around the school boundary to drop off or pick up your 
children. 

Sadly we are noticing a number of parents parking on the yellow lines to collect students. We 
ask you to please not do this as it makes it incredibly difficult for teachers to safely supervise 
our road crossings. We will be asking the Cambridge Police to come and help us look after the 
safety of all our children arriving and leaving CMS.

Thank you for your continued support to keep our children safe. 

   

Seesaw at CMS 

Safety Rules for pick up and drop off at CMS 



Please inform the school office if your child is a household contact of a positive covid-19 
case, or they test positive for covid-19 themselves. They can return to school as follows;

● Household Contact - can return on Day 8 if they test negative on Day 7 and have no 
new or worsening symptoms.

● Positive Case - can return on Day 8 if they have no new or worsening symptoms, a 
negative covid test is NOT required. If they are still sick, keep them home until they 
are well and for 24 hours after their symptoms are resolved.

The key message continues to be; keep your child at home if they show symptoms and 
please let us know if they test positive whilst isolating as a household contact. 

Attendance Mobile: 021 02503796
Attendance Email: attendance@cms.school.nz
Office Phone: 078275135

Holiday Programmes

We have received information about a few April Holiday Programmes, please click 
on the links below for registration information:

Artz on Show (26-29 April at Southwell School, Hamilton)

Kelly Sports (18-29 April at Hautapu School)

COVID-19 Attendance 

mailto:attendance@cms.school.nz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wzAkHtprzFYTsUjoATlIUeDsbeB2mO7C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_zeXheyU_fSKGQCekCwncws1CMubc8JY/view?usp=sharing

