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What’s
Happening
1 March
Swimming Sports
Student Conferences
School finishes at 12.40pm
2 March
Bike Skills Training
WIMS Cricket
Parent information evening on how to
combat bed wetting (6pm at Cambridge Primary)
3 March
Student Conferences
Bike Skills Training
4 March
Bike Skills Training
5 March
Casual Clothes Day
Bike Skills Training
6 March
NKC King of the Schools Motocross
7 March
Waipa Fun Run
9 March
WIMS Volleyball
15 March
WIMS Swimming
19 March
Cambridge X-Race
22 March
Student Leader Training Day (TBC)
North Island Mountain Bike Champs
23 March
WIMS Touch Rugby
North Island Mountain Bike Champs
29 March
HPV Vaccinations
Boostrix Vaccinations
30 March
HPV Vaccinations
Boostrix Vaccinations
WIMS Drama Day
31 March
Year 7 Vision Screening
Waikato Secondary Schools Individual and
Teams Triathlon
1 April
Teacher Only Day
2 April - 6 April
Easter
2021 TERM DATES
Term 1 2 February - 16 April
Term 2 3 May - 9 July
Term 3 26 July - 1 October
Term 4 18 October - 13 December

The Principal’s Pen
Kia ora koutou and welcome to 2021. I would like to take
this opportunity to welcome our returning families and
extend a special welcome to new students, parents,
caregivers and whaanau. We are looking forward to
working in partnership with you during your time at Cambridge Middle
School. We know that the transition from primary to middle school is a
big one and our staff will work hard to support you during this time. At
CMS we have an open door policy and encourage you to make contact
with your child’s teacher as the first point of contact if necessary. Our
school has great staff, who are dedicated in supporting your children to
develop themselves academically, culturally and, especially at this age,
socially and emotionally.
This year we have welcomed four new staff - Miss Sophie DewstowWright (SENCO for Learning), Mrs Charlott Bayliss (Room 4), Miss
Carla McCree (Room 10), and Mandy Purdie as part of our office
administration team. They have made a great start and we are excited
to have them all as part of our CMS whaanau.
After an extensive process working with the Board, staff, students and
community we have been through a full revision and rewrite of our
values and vision. We are excited to have our core values and vision
to guide what we do and how we do it, and they will be the cornerstone
that underpins decision making at CMS. To ensure that these values
are a meaningful and relevant part of everyday life to our ākonga it is
important that our curriculum is challenging, relevant, engaging and
supports the learning needs of all.
HERO values

The Principal’s Pen cont ...
Vision
Our CMS vision is Connect, Inspire, Grow. If we are living our HERO
values of Happiness, Excellence, Relationships and Opportunity then
CMS will be connecting with all of our community, students and staff
in meaningful ways, and in turn our community will feel connected to
the school and be positive contributors. We will have created
environments, relationships and a curriculum that inspires people to
be here and to want to improve. As a result, if we have created the
conditions where people feel strongly connected and are inspired by the place they are in then
they will make a choice and put in effort to grow in many areas of their life. For us to enact this
vision and our values we need to keep a continued focus on embedding these as our CMS way
of being and making deliberate and strategic links to all aspects of school life.
Curriculum
During the year our conceptual curriculum will focus on four key concepts, beginning with
Turangawaewae. This concept will form the foundation of learning for your child this term and
the learning will be woven through all curriculum areas where possible. Student learning will
centre around the essential understanding that where we come from has an impact on who
we are and how we see the world. Students will develop knowledge around key questions
such as who they are and where their family comes from, what makes them unique and
special, and that their worldview may differ to others. Students will learn about our local history
and New Zealand’s history & legends. Turangawaewae will enable students to learn to respect
and embrace who they are and others in our team, and have the opportunity to present their
pepeha to their classmates. During the term there will be many opportunities for you to connect
with CMS and interact with your child during this learning process, for example at home via
Educa and end of term learning celebrations
Last week we were reminded of how quickly things can change in this Covid-19 environment
we are living through. I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of our students, families
and staff for adapting quickly to the systems we put in place. Our staff have been working
together to ensure that if we were to move into level 3 or 4 that we are in a position to
confidently deliver distance learning. Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions we were unable to
hold our Whaanau Fun Night last week. We will look to hold this evening towards the end of
the term to coincide with learning celebrations. Swimming sports has also been rescheduled to
Monday 1st March.
Student conferences will be next week. These conversations help with our values of building
strong connections. They are an important opportunity for students, their families and teachers
to discuss how to best support their learning. If you are unable to attend on the day your child’s
teacher will make contact as we aim to connect with 100% of our whaanau.
Ngaa mihi nui

Daryl Gibbs
Principal

EOTC - Waimarino Adventure Park & Camp Whakamaru
In 2021 all of our Year 7 students will be experiencing a day trip/outdoor education experience at
Waimarino Adventure Park, located on the banks of the lower Wairoa River in Bethlehem,
Tauranga. Waimarino will provide our students with either a Kayak or Paddle boarding program
For information on the Year 7 Trips to Waimarino Adventure
Park, please click here.
In 2021 all of the year 8’s, 9's and 10's will be experiencing a 2
night outdoor education experience at Camp Whakamaru,
situated on an island in Lake Whakamaru connected by a
causeway to the mainland. Camp Whakamaru will provide our
students with an
environment full of
natural resources and
challenges.
For information on the
Year 8-10 Camps to
Whakamaru, please
click here.
(Above) Classes 5 & 15 enjoying the experiences at Camp Whakamaru this week

Meet Our Senior Class for 2021
Continuing at CMS for Year 9 or 10 gives students the
time, support and love to grow in confidence and embark
on opportunities they otherwise might have deemed
'impossible'.
Last week our seniors met with Mr Gibbs to discuss their
goals and exciting ideas for the year ahead. They also
hosted our very first assembly which included MCing and
running a game show. They successfully modelled risk
taking and taking on opportunities to their younger peers.
What a fabulous start to 2021. Mrs Van Dyk is
always happy to meet potential students and parents so
feel free to pop into Room One and learn more about our
senior programme.

Old Umbrellas Needed
HELP - do you have any old umbrellas? Our team of students are needing as many old
umbrellas as we can get. Our aim is to alter them to suit a decorating vision for our upcoming
production of Aladdin Jr. We’d really appreciate any shape, size or colour. Please email teacher
Suzy Reid at suzy@cms.school.nz if you are sending any or have any brilliant ideas of a source
for us… perhaps businesses are upgrading their staff brollies? Students can bring brollies
straight to the Art Studio at CMS, thank you.

School Lunches
Online lunch orders are available throughout the school week. We are no longer accepting
cash lunch orders in the school office with the exception of Chance Card Voucher Lunch
orders. Your Lunchbox will supply lunches Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, and Gourmet
Delicious will supply lunches Thursday and Friday.
YOUR LUNCHBOX
WHEN: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
HOW:
Order online at www.yourlunchbox.co.nz
Simply order before 8:00pm the night before you would like the lunchbox
delivered and they will take care of the rest.
Please make sure you select the Cambridge Middle School menu, put your child's name/room
number in the shipping details and select the date you would like it delivered.
You will need to do a separate order for each child.
Lunches are collected from the school office at the 10:25pm by our Lunch Monitors.
GOURMET DELICIOUS
WHEN: Thursday and Friday
HOW:
Order online at https://gdschoollunches.myshopify.com/
All orders are to be placed by 9:00am on the Thursday/Friday you would
like it delivered.
Please make sure you select the Cambridge Middle School menu, put your
child's name/room number in the shipping details and select the date you
would like it delivered.
You must do a separate order for each child, or their lunches will be combined in one bag with
one child's name on the bag.
Lunches are collected from the school office at the 12:35pm by our Lunch Monitors.

Absences
Absences can be notified to Cambridge Middle School the following ways:
Phone or Text - 021 0250 3796
Email - attendance@cms.school.nz
Form - click on this button to fill out our online absentee form.
Please ensure a reason for the absence is provided, your child’s full name and class number.
Please note that extended absences should be notified in writing to:
attendance@cms.school.nz

Lateness & Leaving Early
Children arriving at school late (after 8.50am) must be signed-in at the office. Likewise, if you
are removing your child from school prior to 3.00pm, they must be signed-out. If anyone other
than your child’s main caregiver/s is removing them from school, please let us know in advance
who this will be and approximately what time.

Cambridge Community Dental Clinic
The Cambridge Community Dental Clinic will be booking your Year 7 and Year 8 children for
their annual check-ups or 6 month fluoride applications. You will be receiving a text about your
child's appointment 2 days prior to give you the opportunity to attend with your child if preferred.
If you have not contacted us before the appointment, we will go ahead and call your child from
class and check them according to current consents already held in our system. Please call
0800 TALKTEETH / 0800 825583 if you would like to reschedule an appointment. If your
children are new to our service in the Waikato, they will bring home an enrolment form for you to
complete and return to the dental clinic otherwise we won’t be able to organise a check-up for
them.

Relay for Life
We have a team of CMS students and teachers participating in the Relay for Life on 27 March
this year raising money for cancer. All funds raised are going to an awesome cause - here is the
link to donate, thank you! https://waikato.relayforlife.org.nz/cmsheros

Coding Lessons
In today’s world, it’s essential for young people to learn how to create technology not just
consume it. Coding NZ’s lessons empower students with the tools they need and help give
students the best chance at being successful in our increasingly digital age. Extend your child’s
awareness and horizons. Free trial lessons available now at codingnz.com/signup
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